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T 1787 Cobert Godin and a few iends poduced the Eivst il quitavs
b in the Vlillge o La Putvie, Quebec. The w:;,nt for the Wmﬁ was fo
Tusg Mochivs fake Hhe essendil comporests of He best havd-crabted guitars Guch as solid
Mot fops and lacquev §inishes) and build these Seatuves into guitavs that could be
Weck priced within the veach of evdvy and idevmediate level playevs.  OF covvse
theve is much move fo a f/em‘ }wh‘av fhan a solid fop with a special Finish, so
we prodveed this ifustiated guide 4o help you gain some undevstandivg of fhe
basic. elemends o a great sounding acovstic guiav.
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A guitar produces sound s a vesult of the vibvation of is stvivgs.  What's not so obvious is the vole thad the guitar fop f/a#s n
mp//;fyihg These vibvations. T fact, the vibvation of the top is fhe most important factor in a guitars sound.  Solid fop guitars
offer vicher sound and widew dWC varge (/ﬁ’wpu, p/a# better ot both sobt and foud volume levels). “The most infevesting thing about a
solid fop guttay is thet i wil acfua//y sound better over time (see AGING). Ml Seagull guitavs ave mode with solid fops.

Each solid fop is made Fvom a sivgle /ayev of Spruce ov Cedav.  This CWaDVEfP\aV# wood comes fvom trees that ave hondveds of years
old. “The tight, stvaight grain in This wood prodices a uwique combivation of S‘fvaaffh and Heﬂb//ify.

The Aop is strong enouph = in the divection of the grain = fo withstand the pul o the stvirgs,
while af the same fime i's Llexible erovgh = across the grain = fo vibvafe fvecly.

Cepir Tor or Spruce Tor?

We ave offen asked fo veconmend one of these fops over the other. Both Cedav and
Spruce shave the same Vietves in fevms of betfer sound ard the ab//if# o age. T the
end, this is a Ma//# subjective question that can oh/;; be asweved by p/ay.fm; the ?u#ay;.
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D//d 7tof The. grain, in this wood 75 so straight that ivifial splbttivg o€
A the wood /s ms//y accomplished wsing a mallet and a wedje.
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ittt TR AL AT 4 soud fop guitar wil genevally sound mch pefiey tiain a laminaied (plywood)

Tfop ‘gui/w VW out of the box. Howevev; that's not the otf\/bt beelit- A
solid op improves over fime. That's vight, your guitar getfs better sounding the
more you p/a?; . This phevomenon is called ‘aging’. ou must p/a# the guitar
in ovder fov i 1o 'a?a', i yov stove i somewheve w«*p/ayzd H will f@‘f oldey
but fhe sound will ot improve.
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BookmATCHED

A top stavts as a Sflf\?/ﬂ piece of wood, which is sliced

i oy . - like a book = and then gloed together. This fechnique
~section’ of giavt e g

CIV:S;M dz: « 7?:{ in /EE ) is called bookmatehed and vesulfs in an even grain patten

The civeles ave growth lives which appear acvoss the top of the quitar.

again lefer as the geain in the Top.

Gewvive Licaver Fivisy Lacqer Gy 470 EH
§myw// ;wh‘uvs ave Ciwshed with genvive facquev: Our semi=gloss Cinish invokies four coats §', JS
havd-saced between each coaf. This process takes about four daﬁs fo complefe. §ea?u// high MMMM } “mm""m"ﬂﬂmm
gloss modkls vse eight conts of lacquer agpled ovev eight days. This s a vital - chavactevistic of ' !
the best havd-crabted acoustic. guitays. 4 locquev Cinish protects the wood withovt veducing the top's Ab/'/f'/z#; fo vibvate. The move
aommoh/% vsed (and much thicker) po/yeﬂ‘zv Fivish muitles The gutar's sound and inkibis the aging process.
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- Reverse HeApsrock
E 17@ Each Seagull veck starts ovt as a single piece of Mobogany ov Sikiev Leak
45 deree vt — A Magle. The wood is et af a 15 degree angle ater which Hhe ep piece = e
- Headstock = is glved back on with the grain veversed. This is an esserdlial step
L —_ in the Seagull process fov creading incvedibly stable vecks.
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THe Heer

The heel is a pcvanﬁa//% weak spot in @y guitar
veck. Magle dowels ivsevfed through the heel
veinkovee gwfu// necks. A5 a vesult, this corvection

Dowels vum down ivifo neck becomes about six fimes stvonger.







